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Detroit —  The Eastside Community Network (ECN) and the project
team have been working with staff from the City of Detroit, the
Grosse Pointes, and community organizations to develop
preliminary design concepts for the Mack Avenue Streetscape
Project. The first phase of the project kicked off in June 2022 to
understand the walking, driving, and infrastructure conditions
along Mack Avenue. To read the project summary provided for the
January 2023 MorningSider issue, click here. 

Since December 2022, the project team has been facilitating
community engagement to hear thoughts and ideas from
residents, business owners, and local leaders about the future of
the corridor. Numerous groups have been represented in
community meetings thus far, including: 

Story continued on page 4... 
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Mack Avenue will undergo a complete street redesign in the near future.
Image courtesy of Google Street View
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City launches Application Process for $25M Sidewalk
Replacement Program
The Morningsider

Mayor adds $20.5M of budget surplus funds to expand
sidewalk replacement; work to take place this year
Applications and info on all programs mentioned in Mayor’s
State of the City Address available on city’s website
Click here to request a sidewalk replacement

Near schools, churches and parks
Identified and requested by registered neighborhood block
clubs
Adjacent to city road resurfacing projects
Requested by elderly and disabled residents
Along city jurisdiction commercial corridors where cleanup
and beautification is planned
Existing backlog of requests from prior years

Repairs for sidewalks will be given priority for in the following
categories:

Important
Numbers
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Detroit City

Clerk
Janice M. Winfrey
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City Council
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Deputy District 4

Manager
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Neighborhood
Police Officer
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(313) 319-2990
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As a part of the streetscape project on East Warren, new sidewalks
have been installed. Image courtesy of Jeffrey D. Lewis II

M

https://www.morningsidedetroit.org/about
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMDkuNzMwNTAwMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2RldHJvaXRtaS5nb3YvZGVwYXJ0bWVudHMvZGVwYXJ0bWVudC1wdWJsaWMtd29ya3Mvc2lkZXdhbGstcHJvZ3JhbSJ9.QEhaVaBkc978Ze2tp6ccr_TO-iObU-Kq9H9ZC1XbV2Y/s/1372577351/br/155920594616-l
https://detroitmi.gov/departments/department-public-works/sidewalk-program
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Eboni says the best part of her new job is “being the
point of contact for residents”….”I have a heart for
people,” she says. Her biggest challenge? “Not
being able to personally take care of a problem
myself…If somebody calls about their trash not
being picked up, I can’t go pick it up myself”….”I’m
looking forward to Motor City Makeover when I can
get my hands dirty,” she says with a laugh.

When she’s not fighting blight, Eboni enjoys
spending time with her husband and two sons, 11
and 1. She also likes to travel. “My dream vacation is
going to Santorini Island in Greece.” In the
meantime she’s happy to chill out and bask in the
Florida sun from time to time.

“Faith plays a major role in my life,” Eboni adds. She
is a member of Second Ebeneezer Church, where
she sings on their praise team.
____ 

Susan Newell, retired nurse and resident
of MorningSide since 1984. Serves as the 
Associate Editor of The Morningsider

Last month we introduced Caprice Johnson,
District 4 Manager in the Department of
Neighborhoods. This month it’s Eboni Deberry’s
turn to take the spotlight. Eboni has only been
Deputy Manager for District 4 since December,
but she has hit the ground running.She takes a
hands-on approach to her primary mission -
helping to eliminate blight in our district. Not
content to wait for complaints to come in, two or
three days a week Eboni drives through
neighborhoods in District 4, looking for pockets
of blight and neglect so that she can report them
to the appropriate city departments. 

“I want to bridge the gap between
neighborhoods,” she says. Some are areas that
have strong community organizations and
involved residents, while others need lots of
attention.

Eboni knows the neighborhoods of District 4
well, having grown up here. She attended
Dominican High School and Grosse Pointe South
before going to Grambling State University in
Louisiana. She later earned a Master’s Degree in
Business Management from Walsh College.

Of course this is a job that requires an ability to
work with all kinds of people, and Eboni’s work
history demonstrates she has plenty of “people
skills.” She spent almost a decade as a
community liaison and new-hires trainer for the
Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services before moving to the Horatio Williams
Youth Foundation to serve as its Community
Director. In that position Eboni was responsible
for running summer camps, tutoring programs,
special events, and projects for seniors. She says
one of the highlights during her tenure there was
organizing the memorial service for Aretha
Franklin at Chene Park in 2018.

Susan Newell | The Morningsider
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District 4 DON Deputy Manager, Eboni
Deberry. Image courtesy of Eboni Deberry

New DON Deputy Manager Starts With a Full Plate

https://www.facebook.com/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fsusan.newell.733%3F
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Each community meeting has included these
style mood boards for attendees to respond to.
The community engagement thus far shows a
preference for the classic charm design style for
the future Mack Avenue. If you haven’t been able
to attend a meeting yet, you can expect another
round of community engagement coming soon
in Spring 2023. Read on to learn how you can be
involved!

Take the Survey!
To share your thoughts on the future of Mack
Avenue, take the survey:
https://ohmplanning.typeform.com/to/fIGaWOYo

____

Eric Dryer, Senior Planner, OHM Advisors

Neighborhood Associations of Cornerstone
Village, East English Village, and Morningside
ECN Youth Council and SAG Committee
City of Grosse Pointe
Grosse Pointe Farms
Grosse Pointe Rotary

Desire for a consistent look and feel on both
sides of the street
Address the infrastructure needs first –
lighting, sidewalks, crosswalks, overgrown
areas, etc.
Improve safety along the corridor in two
ways:
Traffic and mobility safety conditions
Business and property safety 
Desire for Mack to feel like a main street
rather than a commercial street
Mack is a major vehicle connector and traffic
needs to flow
Strong desire for no bike lanes
Desire for additional public art and
beautification projects
Low maintenance landscaping to reduce the
amount of concrete, with special attention to
not block views of businesses or their
signage.

Several key themes were heard from the
community through the engagement phase so
far:

Continued... What Do You Want in Mack Avenue Streetscape?
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Traditional charming elements features decorative iron
work, deep colors and historic styles. Image courtesy of
OHM Advisors

Sustainable green elements such as art and wood
accents are featured. Image courtesy of OHM Advisors

Creative colorful aspects are highlighted. Image
courtesy of OHM Advisors

https://ohmplanning.typeform.com/to/fIGaWOYo
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March Madness Read -A-Thon
March is National Reading Month! Please join us each Tuesday in March from 5:00-6:00p. We will have
four rotating reading stations for children to visit and hear new stories. You might even find a new
favorite novel. This will be a time of exploration and people expressing their love of reading.

Toddler Time
Are you a parent with restless toddlers? Every Tuesday, we have TODDLER TIME! Come by the Hub and
hang out with other parents, enjoy coffee, and let the toddlers get their energy out! Your toddlers will
be read to, play with other kids, create music and crafts, and have fun! Every Tuesday from 11 AM to 1
PM

Young Bankers Club
Brilliant Detroit Morningside is excited to be offering a Young Bankers club! Young Bankers Club is a
Financial Literacy program for children ages six and up. This is an 8-week program beginning on
Friday, March 17, 2023, and will continue on Fridays from 4:00–6:00 PM. (Please note: No class on 4/14
and 5/12)

Community Dinner
Join us for Dinner! Adults and Children are welcome to get a free meal. There will be great food,
community fellowship, and FUN! 
Wednesday, March 29th | 4:00-6:00pm | 5050 Balfour Rd.

Story continues on page 7...

Roberto Paredes | Contributing Writer
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Brilliant Detroit Offers Something Fun for All Ages

Toddlers playing with toys. Image courtesy of Eielson Community Center, Getty Images

https://brilliantdetroit.org/who-we-are/
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The Morningsider

A discussion of Black Cake by Charmaine
Wilkerson will kick off Next Chapter Books’ new
book club series on Wednesday, March 15 at 6:30
p.m. at the Alger Theater, 16451 E. Warren. Here’s a
sneak peek at Black Cake:

“We can’t choose what we inherit. But can we
choose who we become? In present-day California,
Eleanor Bennett’s death leaves behind a puzzling
inheritance for her two children, Byron and Benny:
a black cake made from a family recipe with a long
history and a voice recording. 

Can Byron and Benny reclaim their once-close
relationship, piece together Eleanor’s true history,
and fulfill her final request to “share the black cake
when the time is right”? Will their mother’s
revelations bring them back together or leave
them feeling more lost than ever?

Charmaine Wilkerson’s debut novel is about how
the inheritance of betrayals, secrets, memories and
even names can shape relationships and history.
Deeply evocative and beautifully written, Black
Cake is an extraordinary journey through the life of
a family changed forever by the choices of its
matriarch.” - Goodreads

If you can’t make it this time, keep up with future
offerings through their website, Instagram
account, or Facebook page. And check out their
new promotional video here, created with input
from neighborhood leaders and the expertise of
residents Nicky Cheese and Mark Rutherford.

Next Chapter Books Launches Book Club Series With Black Cake
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The debut novel from author Charmaine
Wilkerson, Black Cake. Image courtesy of Next
Chapter Books

https://www.morningsidedetroit.org/about
https://www.nextchapterbkstore.com/
https://www.nextchapterbkstore.com/
https://youtu.be/2jien-1FPAg
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Community Dinner
Join us for Dinner! Adults and Children are welcome to get a free meal. There will be great food,
community fellowship, and FUN! 
Wednesday, March 29th | 4:00-6:00pm | 5050 Balfour Rd.

Tech Hub
We have laptops for your use to borrow while visiting the site. Use them to complete resumes
and cover letters, apply for a position, and take a course; you can join any of Brilliant Detroit's
programs and events! Tuesdays and Thursdays from 1:00–5:00 PM

Family Reading Experience!
Join us for a night of food, reading, and healthy conversations about literacy! Kids can
participate in a Story Circle where we read the book "Stone Soup" and parents will sit and talk
about how literacy is vital in our children's lives! Did we forget to mention we will have Dinner
as well?
Thursday, March 30th | 4-6 PM | 5050 Balfour Rd.

To sign up for any of our programs or to get more information, visit linktr.ee/Morningsidebd

_____

Roberto Paredes is the Community Engagement Coordinator for Brilliant Detroit
MorningSide
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Bulk waste is cleaned up by DPW workers. Image
courtesy of WXYZ Detroit

Continued... Brilliant Detroit Offers Something Fun for All Ages

Let’s Talk Trash
The Morningsider

If you watched Mayor Duggan’s State of the
City address last Tuesday, you’ve already
heard the good news that beginning in 2024,
GFL Environmental will be picking up bulk
trash every week! No more annoying piles of
your neighbor’s bulk trash sitting around for
days on end. But until then, here are your
next three bulk trash and recycling pickup
days:

Thursday, March 16
Thursday, March 30
Thursday, April 13

https://www.morningsidedetroit.org/
http://linktr.ee/Morningsidebd
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Summer Jobs Program for Detroit Youth – Apply
Now!

The Morningsider

The ninth year of Grow Detroit’s Young Talent
(GDYT), the City of Detroit’s summer work
experience program for youth, has officially
kicked off with a goal of providing over 8,000
summer employment opportunities for Detroit
youth ages 14-24.

A total of 8,068 Detroit youth were employed
through GDYT during 2022, the eighth straight
year of exceeding the program’s target of
8,000. To maintain social distancing protocols,
GDYT made more than 5,500 of the 2022
summer opportunities virtual or hybrid, and the
program will provide similar accommodations
in 2023.

How to get involved
Detroit youth interested in a summer job
should visit GDYT.org to apply. The registration
portal will be open until May 31. Organizations
interested in becoming a sponsor or providing
summer work experiences for Detroit youth
may also register at the GDYT website.

For more information, read the full story at
Mayor kicks off ninth year of Grow Detroit’s
Young Talent (detroitmi.gov).
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Participants of Grow Detroit's Young Talent program.
Image courtesy of the University of Michigan Youth
Policy Lab

https://www.morningsidedetroit.org/about
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTAuNzEzODU3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2dkeXQub3JnLyJ9.e451PbxRZuIuK74glWWKGKxwxEy5HDMSOVr0oN27ApA/s/1372577351/br/154353324070-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTAuNzEzODU3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2RldHJvaXRtaS5nb3YvbmV3cy9tYXlvci1raWNrcy1uaW50aC15ZWFyLWdyb3ctZGV0cm9pdHMteW91bmctdGFsZW50LXByb3ZpZGUtc3VtbWVyLWpvYnMtODAwMC15b3V0aC1hZ2VzLTE0LTI0In0.dL5ignB4V_1gTztwhJoM7Tpe1Lo_3TOxvzetqP_2VH4/s/1372577351/br/154353324070-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAyMTAuNzEzODU3NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2RldHJvaXRtaS5nb3YvbmV3cy9tYXlvci1raWNrcy1uaW50aC15ZWFyLWdyb3ctZGV0cm9pdHMteW91bmctdGFsZW50LXByb3ZpZGUtc3VtbWVyLWpvYnMtODAwMC15b3V0aC1hZ2VzLTE0LTI0In0.dL5ignB4V_1gTztwhJoM7Tpe1Lo_3TOxvzetqP_2VH4/s/1372577351/br/154353324070-l
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If knowledge is power, Detroiters are better
equipped these days to exercise it, now that we
have a number of local online publications
dedicated to shedding light on the inner
workings of city government and other
influential political figures.

We’ve already introduced readers to some of
these excellent news sources - Bridge Detroit,
Bridge Michigan, Axios Detroit, and Model-D.
Now we have a couple more filling an important
niche for citizens who want to stay well
informed. 

Soapbox Detroit sends out an email each
morning with notices of government committee
and board meetings. It’s geared toward those
who want to get into the weeds of government
operations or those who have an interest in a
particular issue. Each meeting provides an
opportunity for public comment. Soapbox
Detroit also gives you easy access to important
documents like the City Charter and city
ordinances.

The Morningsider

Pulling Back the Curtain on How Our City Operates
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Over 100 people marched on Michigan Avenue in
Downtown Detroit on April 10, 2021 to protest against
illegal evictions. Image courtesy of Eric Seals

Detroit Documenters, a newsletter published by
Outlier Media, takes a different approach to
keeping citizens informed. They send trained
volunteers to meetings to take notes, then
Outlier Media reporters use those notes to write
the kind of stories you often won’t find in the
mainstream media. Click here for an example of
their reporting on tenants’ rights. 

If you want to become a citizen reporter, this is
an excellent opportunity to make a contribution.

MorningSide Real Estate Market Heats Up
Jeffrey D. Lewis II | The Morningsider

The market value in MorningSide is rising to
rates we have not seen in the days prior to the
2008 financial crisis.

Here is a prime example of a once dilapidated
home on Bedford Street that has undergone a
complete renovation. 

New electrical, six bedrooms, and two full baths
are just a few of the highlights at 4800 Bedford.

If you are in the market for a new home,
consider this gorgeous Tudor by clicking here.  

___

Jeffrey D. Lewis II, Editor in Chief of The
Morningsider, 2nd VP of MCO, Owner of
Morningside Cafe 

This beautiful Tudor at 4800 Bedford Street could be your
new dream home. Image courtesy of Zillow

https://www.morningsidedetroit.org/about
https://www.morningsidedetroit.org/about
https://soapboxdetroit.com/
https://soapboxdetroit.com/
https://outliermedia.org/newsletters/
https://outliermedia.org/
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/4800-Bedford-St-Detroit-MI-48224/88193671_zpid/?z7=&utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_term=urn%3Amsg%3A20230314085736862d09188b67f05e&utm_campaign=emo-homerecs-email&utm_content=forsaleimage-HomeRec_AI-PERS-EMAIL-AA-NoHRS-NoHRS_rid-9PWYPTQVRuq2HvSYuQAERa_&rtoken=1d4df312-0008-4850-a135-a8cde3ddbfd5%7EX1-ZUxnrmmy7bgufd_1llb2
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Give A Smile, Get A Smile
Donyelle Pressley | The Morningsider 

Hi Neighbors!

I have been following this organization for over
15 years. It has grown so much since then and
some of the original people have passed on.
Playing for Change is an organization that loves
people and music. The concept is to take a song
and have people all over the world be in the
band and contribute to the song, right where
they are! I love what they have done for music
and humanity with music. I hope this song and
maybe some other ones, can bring as much joy
to your heart and huge smiles to your face as it
does mine. Please click on the video and scroll
through the site to see more... Enjoy!

Children of the Playing for Change organization. Image
courtesy of Playing for Change

https://www.morningsidedetroit.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ddLd0QRf7Vg
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Resources & Upcoming Events
Presented by The Morningsider

https://www.morningsidedetroit.org/
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Resources & Upcoming Events
Presented by The Morningsider

https://www.morningsidedetroit.org/
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M
For the latest news taking place in
MorningSide, please follow us on: 

 
 
 
 

@
morningsidedet

MorningSide is a corporation organized and operated
exclusively for charitable and educational purposes outlined in

section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
 

Contact The Morningside Community Organization at: 
(313) 355-2468 or via email:

morningsidecommunity2@gmail.com
Also checkout our website! 

www.morningsidedetroit.org
 

P.O, Box 24325, Detroit, MI 48224

Advertise in The Morningsider!
For those who want to place ads in our

newsletter, please email us at
morningsidecommunity2@gmail.com 

 
Below are the rates for advertisements:

6 - Month Run 
$825 Full Page
$400 Half Page

$275 Quarter Page
 

Monthly Run
$150 Full Page
$80 Half Page

$60 Quarter Page

 

#morningsiderepresent

http://gmail.com/
http://www.morningsidedetroit.org/
mailto:morningsidecommunity2@gmail.com

